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731 8th St. SE Suite 330 Washington, DC 20003
Telephone: 202-966-2171 * Fax: 202-966-2172

www.peopleanimalslove.org e-mail: info@peopleanimalslove.org
Dear Prospective PAL Volunteer,

Thank you for your interest in becoming a Pet Visiting Team with People Animals Love (PAL). PAL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that brings people and animals together, brightening the lives of the lonely, easing the pain of the sick and enriching the world of at-risk children. 

Volunteer orientations are typically held once a month. Attending this orientation is the first step in the process of Pet Visiting Certification, which trains you and your pet to visit local nursing homes, schools, hospitals and psychiatric facilities in order to bring joy and companionship to those in need. Please check our website for the location and date of the next orientation (www.peopleanimalslove.org)

The PAL Certification process includes the following:
· Paperwork/Orientation Donation: Each team must submit the PAL Volunteer Application, PAL Health Form and orientation donation.

· Orientation: You and your pet will attend a one hour orientation. During this session you will meet PAL volunteers, learn about pet visiting procedures and participate in role-playing activities with your pet. 
· Two Evaluation Visits: You and your pet will attend two evaluation visits where your pet will be observed to ensure appropriate behavior. This evaluation is not designed to test how smart your pet is; rather, it is simply to confirm that the pet is friendly towards new people and other pets and is comfortable in a new, different setting.
· Health Form Updates: PAL Volunteers agree to keep their pets up-to-date at the veterinarian. We need an up-to-date rabies certificate on file for your pet at all times. A volunteer cannot attend a pet visit unless we have this information on file in the PAL Office. We also ask that you take a copy of the rabies certificate on all visits; some facilities may ask to see it.

To join us at an orientation, please complete the following and submit to the address above:

1) PAL Volunteer Application Form (see below)

2) PAL Health Form (see below)

3) $100 Tax-deductible orientation donation. This donation ensures that the PAL Pet Visit program can continue helping people in need. The orientation donations are a critical source of funding for the program. 

Please check the main page of the PAL website for announcements of upcoming orientation dates, and please write your desired date at the top of your volunteer application. Remember to bring your pet to orientation!
If you have any questions, please contact us. We are here to help!

Sincerely,

The PAL Staff

731 8th St. SE Suite 330 Washington, DC 20003
Telephone: 202-966-2171 * Fax: 202-966-2172

www.peopleanimalslove.org e-mail: info@peopleanimalslove.org
WHAT WE DO
The PAL volunteer corps is made up of caring adults, children, and eager animals committed to bringing people and animals together in meaningful, mutually life-affirming ways. This is accomplished through programs that fall into three broad areas:

PET VISITS: 360 volunteers take their pets to nursing homes, hospitals, schools, libraries and more, bringing comfort to people who need the unconditional love and companionship of an animal. PAL Pet Visits take place at locations all over the Washington metropolitan area. A list of PAL Pet Visit locations is found on the PAL website on the Volunteer page. 
AT-RISK CHILDREN:  PAL Club and Camp are designed to develop nurturing, caring responses in at-risk children through direct, hands-on contact with animals. Such programs capitalize on a child’s emotional bond with an animal to stimulate an intellectual eagerness to learn more, and then provide them with the opportunity and skills to do so. In addition, children are introduced to various animal-oriented professions through contact with animal-related practitioners. Community and parental involvement in the program is encouraged to promote a positive relationship between responsible adults and at-risk children. 
PAL Camp in the summer and PAL Club during the school year give youngsters a chance to learn about and take care of a wide variety of pets on a daily basis under the guidance of caring mentors. The pets, in turn, give the youngsters a potent combination of unconditional love, contact comfort, a chance to be needed and a sense of belonging. Field trips and unique experiences teach new skills such as scientific observation and responsible care-taking – all of which help build self-confidence and instill a reverence for life. 
PET LOSS: PAL offers a Pet Loss Hotline for people coping with the loss of a beloved companion animal. Our hotline provides a professional who specializes in grief and loss to talk to you about your pet experience. We offer an informal format to facilitate the healing process and provide valuable resource materials. 

BEGINNINGS

PAL was organized in 1981 by Earl Strimple, DVM, working with a grant from the Charles Engelhard Foundation. Dr. Strimple founded PAL to bring animals to the lonely and socially isolated. PAL’s pilot program was with the St. Francis Center, where it brought pets into the lives of the newly bereaved. Both Dr. Strimple and St. Francis’s founder, Rev. William Wendt, had witnessed the remarkable positive effects that pets had on people who were coping with the loss of a loved one. Since 1982, PAL has been a separate charitable organization pioneering in the practical application and education of the healing power of pets in the Washington metropolitan area.

 
PAL Volunteer 
Application Form
	How did you hear about PAL?  FORMCHECKBOX 
Staff   FORMCHECKBOX 
Board Member  FORMCHECKBOX 
Website  FORMCHECKBOX 
Media  FORMCHECKBOX 
Special Event  FORMCHECKBOX 
Facility      

Other:      



Work Place

		     

	Home Mailing Address:  

	Street:                                                     

	City:      

	State:                        

				Zip:      

	Phone- preferred number(s):

	     

	Email- preferred email:

	     


	    Desired Orientation Date:


	    Pet Information:
Name of Pet:

     
Species:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dog    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pocket Pet:     
Sex: FORMCHECKBOX 
 M  FORMCHECKBOX 
F

Breed:       
Weight:      
Birth Date:                                        

Neutered?   FORMCHECKBOX 
Y     FORMCHECKBOX 
 N    (Male dogs must be neutered.)




	Orientation Donation- This donation helps off-set the cost of running the volunteer program. The majority of the donation is tax deductible.

 Pet Team (One Handler and one pet per team)                                                                                                    

   $100.00                                                                                      
Additional Family Members / friends @ $25.00 (Name/Relation):      
$      
Total  
$                                                    
      FORMCHECKBOX 
Check
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Credit Card
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD, PLEASE GO TO WWW.PEOPLEANIMALSLOVE.ORG, CLICK ON “SUPPORT PAL” AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS TO DONATE USING “GIVEDIRECT.” ON THE GIVEDIRECT PAGE, SELECT “VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION” ON THE PROGRAM AREA DROP-DOWN MENU. THANK YOU!



Mail, fax, or e-mail the application, health form and donation to: 




     
       People Animals Love
731 8th St. SE Suite 301 Washington, DC 20003
telephone: 202-966-2171
fax: 202-966-2172

email: info@peopleanimalslove.org

website: www.peopleanimalslove.org
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PAL Health Form

	Please have your veterinarian fill out the appropriate information and mail or fax to:

FAX:  202-966-2172

Keep a copy for yourself to bring on visits.
	People Animals Love
731 8th St. SE Suite 301
Washington DC 20003


	Owner's Name:      
	Phone:      

	Owner's Address:       
  


	Animal's Name:      
	Breed:      

	Species: (e.g., Dog or Other)      
	Sex:      

	Age:      
	Neutered:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
NO

	I agree to keep my animal well groomed, healthy, and up-to-date with necessary vaccinations while I am participating as a PAL volunteer in the Visiting Pet Program.

Owner’s Signature___________________________________________________________


	Below: Please have your veterinarian fill out, or attach proof of most recent rabies vaccination including date next rabies vaccination is due:

	Dogs: Most Recent Vaccination Dates:


Rabies: ___________________________

	Date next vaccination due:

Rabies: ____________________________

	Veterinarian's Signature:



	Veterinarian's Address:




Form expires EARLIEST three years from last rabies shot or when the next rabies shot is due. Please resubmit the health form to the PAL office at this time. Forms can be downloaded on our website.  An up-to-date health form is needed to remain PAL certified.

People. Animals. Love.

731 8th St. SE Suite 301 Washington, DC 20003
telephone: 202-966-2171
fax: 202-966-2172

email: info@peopleanimalslove.org
website: www.peopleanimalslove.org

Serving as a PAL Pet Visiting Volunteer
Purpose: To share your pet with residents or patients in a way that provides emotional benefits and improves the quality of their lives. 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

· You must carry a rabies certificate from your vet with you on all visits.

· Be in control of your pet at all times.

· Keep your pet well groomed.

· Throughout the visit and before meeting each person wipe any drool off your dog’s mouth. 

· When entering an elevator, ask permission for you and your pet to ride with other occupants.

· Ask the patient or resident if they would like to meet your pet before approaching them or entering their room.

· Ask before putting your dog on any chairs, beds or other furniture. 

· Ensure the safety of your pet and the resident/patient at all times. If you notice that your dog appears uncomfortable, scared or agitated, do not hesitate to remove him from the situation.

· Respect the confidentiality of the resident/patient.

· Before visiting a facility, contact the Group Leader in charge to sign up.

· Do not take any photos while on a visit unless given explicit permission by a staff member in charge or a group leader. 
Supervision: PAL depends on volunteer Group Leaders to run each visit. The Group Leaders will complete the evaluations during a volunteer’s first two visits, and have the responsibility of ensuring quality visits. The Group Leaders reserve the right to decide the teams that will be visiting at their site. A team (human and pet) is not a good fit for every situation. We ask that our volunteers be open to visiting the facility(s) that is a match for both the volunteer team and the visiting site. 

Benefits:

· The knowledge that you and your pet are out there making a difference!
· Quality time spent with your pet
· Invitations to volunteer events throughout the year
· The opportunity to show your pet off in PawPrints, our e-newsletter!
Orientation Requirements

In general, you and your pet should come as if you were prepared to go on a visit to a facility. This means that your pet should be clean and groomed. The following list of points should also be reviewed. 

PAL Pet Visiting Policies

· PAL Pet Visiting volunteers must be 16 or older to be certified to visit on their own. Volunteers under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a certified adult.

· Male dogs must be altered. If females are intact, they cannot attend orientation or pet visits while in season.

· A PAL Health Certificate (the key being rabies vaccination info.) must be submitted to the PAL office prior to orientation, and renewed when the rabies vaccine is updated.

· There is a limit of one animal per handler for orientation. Once the pets have been observed and certified by PAL, an individual may take two pets with them on visits. 

Pet Training

· At orientation, we will ask that your pet demonstrates basic obedience. It is not required that a pet obey every command; this is just to make sure that your pet listens to you. We are looking for a reasonable amount of control. The typical friendly family dog that sits on command and comes when it’s called is a great fit for the program!

Pet Socialization

· Your pet should be well socialized with both people and other animals. Our visits involve dogs of all sizes. It is important that your pet does not show aggression towards new people or other animals. 
Grooming

· Your pet should be clean, odor-free and well-groomed – nails clipped and not sharp; ears, teeth, and eyes clean, no open sores or wounds, no mats in coat. Skin healthy and free of parasites.
Supplies
· Clean-up bags

· A towel if your dog drools

· Fabric collar – buckle type, slip type, or martingale type are acceptable. Chain collars, metal chokers, prong collars are not committed. 

· Leather or fabric lead, maximum 6 foot. Flexi and chain leads are not permitted. 

PAL Office Use


Expiration Date ________________





















































People Animals Love 
www.peopleanimalslove.org
202-966-2171


